1ythm of the Ocean

ERIC CHOONG LAUNCHES HIS SPRING/SUMMER 2007
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HAUTE COUTURE AND PRET-A-PORTER COLLECTION
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LVERY vear, lashion designer kric
Choong sets ume aside lo escape
irom fashion-world Irenzy and goes
on a trip lo catch his breath, looking
lor those moments that sirike In
the stillness of being removed from
ordinary hile.

Lasl year, Choong, a devoul T'i-
belan Buddist, embarked on a spir-
itual journey to Nepal to discover his
inner sell and to rellect on the
vagaries ol lile.

“The locus 1s shilling from oslen-
latious images lo deeper issues, such
as sustainability, climate change,
zglobal poverty and ethical trading,”
said Choong.

“With evervihing that 1s going on
n the world right now, there is no
wav we can be il'l‘mpmnililv In art,
in politics or with nature.

For his Spring/Summer 2009 col
lection, Choong looked 1o the ocean
lor inspiration to creale
Lthe Ocean™ haute couture and prét-a
porter collection.

“Rhythm ol
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The haute couture collection i1s a
lascinating journey into a myslerious,
dreamy world ol the deep ocean bed.
Hourglass columns and transparent
lulle with sequinned labrics and lace
in hues ol aquamarine - Capri blue,
amethyslt purple, dark indigo, olivine
green and Indian red, are scaltered
wilth handcralled rosetles and rullles
symbolising nature’'s geomelry, o
gether wilth Cryslallized - Swarovski
Llements to shed light on labrics and
skin.

On his collaboration with Crystal
l1zed - Swarovskl Llements, Choong
explained: *l just love them. They
add that edge ol high voltage glam-
our. Subtlety works sometimes, bul
there 1s nothing like cryslal elements
lo push a dress over the edge into
opulence.”

In a slow-down mood, the prét-a
porter collection gives a chilly leeling
of sunbathing on a sunny beach. The
collection features breezy silhouetles
in the likes ol canary yellow and ver
million orang: beige
and while

» Shirt dresses.

Dlouses matched wilh

J

Capri pants and skirts in layers of
[lounces.

“I love the sense of memory
clothes can evoke. When a woman
puts on one ol my dresses lor the hirs
Lime, | want her to feel like she has
worn it belore. It should immediately
feel like 1t belongs 1o her,” added
Choong.

1This spring/summer, dive into the
deep ocean and leel the resonance
with nature through “Rhythm ol the
Ocean collection lor a diflerent lake
On |il‘~||ilil’l

eing a designer is not aboul ego.
11 1s aboul a need o share whal one
imagines 1o be a dreamlike, beautiful
world. said Choong.



